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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1 - 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kimura 
et al. (US 6.898,527 B2). 

Regarding claims 1, 3, and 9, Kimura teaches guiding a vehicle (10) to a target 
parking position (see figs. 2 - 4, 6. 8; summary at least) comprising calculating a 
change in vehicle direction based on a traveling distance (see fig. 5)of the vehicle and a 
steering angle obtained by a steering angle sensor (abstract; col. 3, line 65 - col. 4, line 
6; col. 6, lines 30 - 62 at least); calculating the change of the vehicle direction based on 
yaw rate obtained by yaw rate sensor (2; col. 4, lines 18 - 22); and determining whether 
or not the parking assist control is required to be stopped based on a result of a 
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comparison between the calculated changes of the vehicle direction (col. 7, lines 5 - 
22). 

Regarding claims 2 and 4, Kimura's teaching of performing a parking assist 
control according to claim 1, wherein the step of calculating the change of the vehicle 
direction based on the traveling distance of the vehicle and the steering angle obtained 
by the steering angle sensor, and the step of calculating the change of the vehicle 
direction based on the yaw rate obtained by the yaw rate sensor are 
performed/compared at the same time (simultaneously; col. 2, lines 56-61; col. 10, 
lines 4-17; col. 14, lines 45 - 59). 

Regarding claims 5 - 8, Kimura further teaches all of the limitations including the 
difference in the calculated vehicle direction being greater (when compared) than a 
predetermined threshold value and a deflection angle (a or)9 or y) based upon speed 
sensor, steering angle sensor and yaw rate sensor (col. 7, lines 5-46; see figs. 2, 8, 13 
at least). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yonel Beaulieu whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
6955. The examiner can normally be reached on M-W 9-3; F 9-4. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas BLACK can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




